156      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
I recollect one evening when Professor Vain-
bery, the great authority on Eastern Europe, and
an old friend of mine, was visiting him at Windsor.
His Majesty sent for me to join them, and for an
hour or two they discussed the problems of that
region. I listened., and, as I listened, I marvelled
that the King should be able to hold his own in
talk with a world-wide authority upon his own
particular subject. He had a wonderfully re-
tentive memory. It has been said of him often
that he never forgot faces. I think it is equally
accurate to say that he scarcely ever forgot facts.
He was proud of the -fine library at Windsor, and
would make a point of taking Royal visitors over it
himself. He would have been there much oftener if
it had not been so far away from the Royal apartments-
There was nearly a mile to walk! It was this
distance which made him decide to take the
collection of miniatures away from the library and
to put them where they could be more easily seen
by his guests. This was only one of the many
changes he had to make at Windsor. When he
came to the throne he inherited two residences,
Windsor Castle and Buckingham Palace, where
everything had been left exactly as it was in the
Prince Consort's time. Queen Victoria never had
anything altered. She did not like anything upon
which Prince Albert had looked to be moved*
Many books from the Prince Consort's collec-
tion at Buckingham Palace were sent to Sandring-
ham, where King Edward took the greatest interest
in his library. He was pleased to consult me in
connection with it. He was antzious to make it a
feature of the "house, Of course, he did not try to
rival national collections, but as a private library
ike one at Sandringham stands very high. Some
of his entourage were inclined to consider it an